A possible function of DNA curvature in a vector system that allows efficient expression of heterologous proteins in CHO cells.
A cis-acting element derived from the nontranscribed spacer region of murine rDNA allows efficient expression of heterologous proteins in transformed Chinese hamster ovary (CHO) cells. Analysis of the structural conformation of this cis-acting element revealed that it has a DNA curvature. Whether the DNA curvature plays any roles in regulating expression of heterologous proteins or not has been studied.